
Era y 2, 1997

Electricity Consumer Choice Rally

Testimon!y  of F.Jane  Toepfer

P.O.Box #26 106 RR St

Apple Rlver,Il.  61001

Purpose of testimony - TO voice the c?oncerns  and

frustrations of the citizens in my communlt!y  concerning the

high cost of electricity.

Proof - Petitions were circulated through scales Mound  all

the wag to Rockford  to gather signatures of citizens who

Share in the frustration and suffer with the high cost o f

electricity under Commonwealth Edison. over 1500 slynat"res

were hrouyht  forward.

Request - The State open up the electric utility market

nation  wide to competitive marketing to give consumers the

choice of utility cornpan!, that will best suit their needs

and pocketbooks.

Reasons - The hardships invoked on the citizens, many of

which are 011 fixed incomes, in their fight to maintain

needed electric enery!y.Elany  people have been forced to

yive up their homes and move into apartments or ,lorr income

housing. Youny  people are forced to commute or move to larcye

cities for emplo!yment  hecause factories and l~uslness'  have

beer1  forced to leave the area.

r

I, F.Jane  Toepfer, am addressing this committee of m!y own

volition rrithout any financial encouragement from an!, source

It iS 011 mg own behalf and that of rn!g fellow c i t i z e n s  who

are as frustrated  as I.
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I,F.Jane  Toepfer, resident of Apple River, JoDaviess  Co, Il.

do hereby testify to the concerns of my fellow citizens in

this area in which I live, reqardfn$r  the high cost of

electricitg.

We see no other viable alternative to the problem which

engrulfs  us other than the pro-competition propose.1 outlined

in "House Bill 1997" rihlch  ~1.11  alleviate the pressure 01,

the backs of citizens who have no other choice than to

submit to the high cost of electric power which pla!ys  such a

vital role in our ever!yda!y  lives, both at home and at work.

Throuclh  the cooperation of Interstate Commerce, the field

of competition can be grreatJ!y expanded offerlnlr  advantages

to both consumers and utlllt!y companies alike. Our great

CoUrltr!/ was foUnde<? to protect the oppressed! Through free

enterprise Iliad competition, challen<yes have encourayed

people in all walks of life strive for better futures in

their 0~11 personal worlds which have increased the quality

of 1Zfe for all,. B!I bridqinlr  the rral.ls we have set up for

ourselves if1 "State Lines", we can connect with our

neighbors  across  the country and share ion fair prices which

can he1.p the qrorrth of industry and improve the qualit!/ of

life for those restricted at this time.
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Past and present high electric bills have caused man!y

problems for citizens locked into the ComEd service area. '

Due to the excessive  cost of electrfcfty  in this area, ma,,!,

people have lost their jobs simply  because the business or

factories they worked for were forced to close their doors

or relocate to another area where the cost of electricity

was more reasonable. Local people are forced to drive great

distances dail!y  for employment. Some peop.le fortunately work

in factories irl places like Freeport, Rockford,  Chicago,

D"l,uque,  Ia, or Mt.Horeb,  Wi. were the!/  receive <rood pa!,  and

benefits. However, man!, residents commute  at least six-t;/

miles dail!g  for lower pa!yin'q  jobs with few if an!, bene f i t s .

Commonwealth has a strangle hold on the economy  in JoDaviess

county.

R~ce~ltljl Kell!r  Sprfn~yfie~ld  in Freeport  took a stand against

CornEd  arid the outcome resulted in Kell!y  breaking  free and

huil ding their own power source. Other companies can't

afford to do that.

This area his attractive to corporations and light intiustr!)

because  Of the area and the t!fpe  of people who live here,nnB

yet there is a cloud over their heads called CornEd.  When

the!/ factor girl the part of the equation of operatiny  expense

called  electricity the!/  have a tenderlc!y  to look elsewhere.

The Eator Corporat.ion  st.il7 ovns a bu.ildirl!r  III Warren where

thn!, operrlted il factor!? for severeJ  years,  hut they were

force<7  to consolidate their operation ant?  move all their

work into their other plant  which is located outside the

ComE8 area. Jalllin  Plastics also had a factor!! in Warren but

were forced to move their operation out of state leaving the

majorit!{ of their emplotyees  without jobs.



TESTIMONY Of F.JANE TOEPFER

ELECTRIC CONSUMER CHOICE RALLY

Py 3

small  b u s i n e s s ' like family restaurants are squashed under

t h e  f e e t  o f  ComEd m u c h  t o o  o f t e n . JoDavless  Counties urban '

area is made up of small towns. These towns, such es Warren

and Scales Mound  have difficulty in malntalnlny  restaurants

because of the hiyh cost of electricity under ComEd.  Within

the last year alone these two towns have ~lost three such

business', while across the state lfne in Wlsconsln,  onl!~

ten to fifteen miles from either town, a similar business

has been in operation for over thirty years.

011 the home front citizens are struygllny  to exist in this

beautiful corner of the state. Winters are especially  hard

on them. Plan!/  homes, apartments, and nursing homes are

heated with electricfty. Even those that don't have electric

heat need that electricity to operate their furnaces and

circulate the air. III an area like ours where there is an

increasirly  number of adults on fixed incomes, the burden

becomes overbearlr~y. An increasing number of senior citizens

have been forced to yive up their family  homes and move into

apartments or low income housing. Elan!/  youncy  people just

startiny  out on their own are findin!y their utilitiy  bills to

be almost as expensive as their rent. Where does it stop? In

situations where peop,le  are liviny  in rural areas without

the convenience of cit!y water, if people loose their

electric service in April, the!{  find themselves rrfthout

water and plumhiny  as wel~l as heat and appliances.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of oryanlzations  lfke CUB and

Citizens for a Sound Econom!y, cftfzens  are kept up to date

on the activities at ComED, that otherwise would yo

unnoticed h!y consumers. One particular issue involves the

sale CornEd  made of two of their coal generated power plants

which netted them $200 million profit. If I u1lderStSIld
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correctly, it sounds like ComEd has an agreement rrfth the

new owners to pa!, them an esculatlng  fee o"er the next .

fifteen years rrether  they purchase energ!{  from them or not.

This cost would be passed on to the consumers hut the

consumers would not be seeing  an!,  benefft  from the origina.

sale of the p,larlts which the consumers have paid to bui~ld.

Whet is rrron$g  with this picture?

People  are fed UP with hein<  taker, advantage of. They are

sick of being treated  like fools. There is a time when

enough is enough, and that time 1s now?

Jane  Downs and I wrote letters to all the Stete

Represerltatives  and Senators concerning the right to free

choice 011 electricity. we wrote petitions and cf rcu~latell

them throughout the area from Rockford  through Scales Mound

Copies of the petit.ions  with signatures were sent to Ron

Lawfer alid  Todd Sieben.

Jane Dow,,5 also wrote a letter to Governor Edgar. We

submitted letters to the editors of the 10~x1 newspapers

to help bring awareness to the community on the issues.

B u t  J a n e  and I are not alone in our co~lcerns. We ere ,lot

here strictly on our own behalf, hut on the behalf of a,11

the coracerned, frustrated citizens, who dre tired of beincg

oppresse(7  hi/ ComEl7.

Origiriall!y  electricity was a luxur!y  - in today's world it is

a necessity! Our lives revolve around electric current.

Heating, cooling, fllumlnation,  preservatfon,  preparation,

~7ocumentatiori, information, recreation, survfv~ll  without it

our lives wo"1iJ  he in turmoi.l. Our ancestors managed without

it, but we have become so dependent on it that only a ver!,

few ~0~117  be able to ,live without it. Because of that
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l?ependerlc~l, we need protection  t h r o u g h  conscfentioue

administrators  following restricted guldelfnes.  That is

where the l,eople put their faith 111 you. You have the power!

But <7011't  forslet  who qave .it to you. The People! The people

you are here to protect.

An8 the Lord answered  them sa!yinc~, "In as much es you have

done it unto the least of these thg hretheren,  You have 17one

it unto Pfe! u

Thank !i*u for !/our t i m e  and your ettentfo,,.


